RE:  CLA Bulletin "Treasure" articles stressing the importance of targeting Special Collections in Connecticut Libraries
Dear David -


The article, “Treasures--Special Collections in Connecticut Libraries”, by Earl Roy that appeared in the January issue of Connecticut Libraries brought cheers from staffers at LDA Publishers, the publishers of the Official Directory of Connecticut Libraries and Media Centers including MarketPlace, for two reasons. First, as a feature article, it will attract attention and second it affirms a position we took back in 1972 when we first proposed the Directory to the CLSU directors. At that time, locating and indexing special collections was high on our list of priorities. Those were the days before the Internet and locating and publishing special collections had greater significance on information retrieval. Nevertheless, a need still exists for locating new and unusual collections that enhance opportunities for reference for both esoteric and popular subject fields. Interestingly enough, in the thirty-two years since we have published, new collections continue to surface. Rarely have libraries eliminated entries and many colleagues still think locating collections is important enough to inform us about their discovery.


Tracking down special collections is a learning experience that has its challenges. The point at issue may lie in the way data is collected. At update time, librarians are pointedly asked to check their special collections for new additions and revisions. But, even with sixteen pages of listings indexed under almost 1000 categories, there are collections that still remain elusive which your article has made clear. Even though librarians are reminded to check their special collections list for comprehensiveness, unfortunately it is not always done. Consequently there exist collections that continue to remain undiscovered and hidden away. We can only guess why some collections never surface even though they would add a new dimension of information on a subject.  Perhaps it is a subjective reaction relating to the qualitative differences between collections. In any case, there are still collections that need to be found and added to our listings.


We value your article as a great opportunity for alerting librarians that publishing their special collections is important and of great benefit to Connecticut libraries. We have anecdotal confirmation to support that fact. For example, school librarians and media specialists tell us that using the Directory to locate special collections has made it possible for students to have access to specialized collections and esoteric subjects that they otherwise would not have been aware. Not only is this exchange a valuable learning experience for students to appreciate the range of libraries and make contact with other librarians, but as a testament to the value of networking.   


That is why LDA is so pleased by your article and your admonition that “Ignorance of these troves of information and history amounts to inaccessibility...” We too believe that it is not only a great loss for the library users but for the profession as well when those treasures reside in a literary “potters field.” Our goal from the outset has been to track down every unique collection and make it public. Accordingly, we would like offer you our resources and to join with you in this effort to locate every special collection in Connecticut and index it for use by librarians and the public. Nothing would please us more than having a much-expanded list of special collections gathered in time for the next edition.

Elaine Sprance

Editor

LDA Publishers

